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St. John Family, 

“Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. . . So let us not grow weary in 

doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up. So then, whenever we have an op-
portunity, let us work for the good of all, and especially for those of the family of faith.”  Galatians 6:2, 9-10 
 I know we are weary, friends.  We are weary of worshiping in new and less than comfortable ways.  
We are longing to settle into our favorite pews, to hear the sounds of our beloved kiddos echo off of familiar 
walls and to hug our church family.  We all feel this longing.  
 Still, I am fully confident that the choices we have made to keep each other safe are a fulfillment of 
God’s call to love our neighbor and that they have not been in vain.  I firmly believe that by not meeting in the 
building we have kept some of our own brothers and sisters from contracting this virus, probably saving lives.  
We have been a part of the effort to lighten the load for our courageous first responders and health care work-
ers and to keep businesses open and people employed.  We have also been witness to the fact that life should 
not go on as normal when 400,000 of our brothers and sisters were dying of this virus, in America alone.  It is 
hard to measure the lives that were not lost, but I am confident that we have been a part of the solution instead 
of the problem.  I am as proud as St. Paul would allow us to be, for the ways that St. John has fulfilled the call 
to care for the least of these. 
 We have talked about how strange it feels that staying home is fulfilling a call to service.  But you, the 
church, have not been idle.  You have been worshiping in new ways and in new spaces. Your efforts and your 
offering have allowed us to spread the gospel in brand new ways and expand our reach.  Our average online 
worship attendance for last year was 190 people.  We have 50-100 views of our night prayer service each 
night.  What a wonderful mark of the church, folks meeting to pray together daily!  There are plans for that 
ministry to continue after I am gone.   
 You have also made great effort to make worship safely, but also be together.  Our pandemic worship 
committee, council, and great variety of people who are involved in making worship happen have been both 
careful and creative.  So many of you have volunteered your time and talents to worship in the parking lot and 
online.  Thank you for your flexibility and your service.  This has allowed us to see each other and be connects 
in the least risky way possible right now.  It also has allowed us to take communion in a way that both honors 
our Lutheran theology and our health!  
 Martin Luther said that the Christ’s church exists in a community where the gospel is preached and the 
sacraments are administered.  By that measure we are fully the church, even in these strange times!  Also, in 
the next three weeks we will welcome three news sisters in Christ in Holy baptism.  The church is alive and 
well in McZena.   
           (continued on page 2) 



(continued from page 1) 
 St. Paul has instructed us to bear one another’s burdens, just as Jesus called us to pick up our cross and 
follow.   You all have done this again in creative ways.  Through our zoom fellowships, Sunday schools and 
Bible studies we have prayed and studied God’s word together.  You have been in touch with notes, phone 
calls and socially distanced visits.  You have cared for each other through running errands and providing 
meals.  Our Family-in-need Fund has continued to be a help.  Please remember to make use of this if you or 
anyone you know could use some help.  You have continued to support our AED Fund, our local food pantry, 
and a new homeless ministry, as well as the general fund that supports all of these missions and more.   
 I know that my leaving leaves folks without a picture of what the future of St. John will look like. That 
is always true.  The future of the church always belongs to God and we don’t know what it will look like.  But 
I am confident that Christ will continue to use you, His church, now as He always has.  There are faith people 
on council as well as on the ballot at today’s meeting.  Faith people are always working behind the scenes here 
and in the community. You have a pandemic committee in place that has been keeping up on the science of the 
times as well as being attentive to the needs of the community.   
 Through much work you did before I came and even more that we have done together, you know who 
you are as a congregation.  You know what you are good at and what you are passionate about and you are 
plugged into the needs of your community.  Together we have been practicing listening for the call of the Holy 
Spirit and I know you will continue this.  You always have had a deep love for each other, even in the midst of 
holy disagreements and also a heart for people who are most in need.  This, and the remembrance that our God 
is steadfast and faithful allows me to say with confidence that God will continue to use St. John to spread the 
Good News in this place.   
 Our council leadership will be in contact with Bishop Barbins and her staff and I know they will be a 
great help in finding you a new pastor.  Through my work with the synod, I am privileged to know that there 
are great people who are answering the call these days!  
 In the meantime, we are in the process of planning ways to say goodbyes and celebrate the ministry we 
have done together and our time in the community.  Be on the look-out for details.   
  
      With gratitude and much love, 
         Pastor Angel  

SAVE THESE DATES!  SAYING 'GOODBYE' TO PASTOR ANGEL AND SOPHIA AND ASHER. 

There are two (2) special events coming up that will offer a chance for members of St. John Lutheran Church 
and people in our community to say 'Goodbye' to Pastor Angel. 

#1  Wednesday, February 6th @ 7pm.  This will be a Zoom meeting Fellowship time during which those in 
attendance will have an opportunity to reminisce about Pastor Angel's time with us.  If you have pictures to 
share showing Pastor Angel "in action", please send them to stjohnnewsletter@gmail.com - perhaps we can 
get a slide show together! 

  Wednesdays       Fellowship Time (Virtual - Zoom)                  7:00pm 
  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84416906335?pwd=azF6WGZ6d1NBSnpVclpTaGtGYnlwdz09 

  Meeting ID: 844 1690 6335     Passcode: 963723    Dial:   +1 929 205 6099 US  

 

#2 Saturday, February 13th, 2pm-4pm.  This will be a "DriveThru Parade" at the church.  We will station Pas-
tor Angel somewhere near the parking lot and try to keep her dry and warm.  Then between 2pm and 4pm, a 
parade of vehicles will begin - allowing people to see Pastor in person and to say goodbyes. We will ask pa-
rade participants to stay in their car.  If you have a card for Angel, you can place it on the table that will be be-
tween your vehicle and Angel. Plan to approach the church from the east. 

Please consider attending one or both of these events to say "Thank you" to Pastor Angel for sharing her love 
of God and her talent of ministry and leadership with us.   

       God's blessings to you and your families.  

        ~John Puster 

mailto:stjohnnewsletter@gmail.com
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St. John Officers and Committees 2021 
President:   John Puster   
Vice President: JoEllen Zilko  
Secretary: Joyce Rohrbaugh  
Treasurer: Carol Endslow  
Stewards: Jacklyn Endslow, Mike McIntire, Beth Lackey 
Elders:  Kathy Baldner, Stacey Sigler  
Trustees:  Bob Burgett, Lee Sigler, Floyd Spreng 
Youth Representative: Anna Puster 
————————————————————————————————————————————- 
 
Drive-in/Outdoor Worship is weekly at 10:30! We have simplified the set up which hopefully will allow us 
to worship in the parking lot in everything but the worst of weather.  Bring a mask in case you get out of the 
car.  
 
Volunteers needed for Outdoor Worship: For our outdoor service we need help with the following: Usher, 
Parking Assistant and Sound/Recording. Please contact Beth Lackey (via email or text) to sign up to help. This 
help is needed every week or we will have to return to online Worship only.  

Online Worship Schedule 
 

Daily          Compline Evening Prayer (Virtual) Facebook Live             9:00p.m. 
Sundays             Outdoor Worship                                                     10:30a.m. 
Sundays             Sunday School (Virtual – Zoom)                   9:00a.m. 
Kids Sunday School 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81837968066?pwd=RHd5N2pXUGJBY2Z4S3ltYVVxSGZEZz09 
Meeting ID: 818 3796 8066.       Passcode: 692534  
 
Adult Sunday School 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83253715660?pwd=SnVhaTNneVBEY0JJWm1oNDhCdjRRZz09 
Meeting ID: 832 5371 5660 
Passcode: 011686 
 
Mondays            Bible Study (Virtual - Zoom)                        3:30p.m. 
https://zoom.us/j/91674711174?pwd=aFF6eXJKN0VSbUcyYjJZaE1qZERzQT09 
 
Meeting ID: 916 7471 1174 
Password: 056629                      Dial: +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
 
Wednesdays       Fellowship Time (Virtual - Zoom)                  7:00pm 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84416906335?pwd=azF6WGZ6d1NBSnpVclpTaGtGYnlwdz09 

Meeting ID: 844 1690 6335     Passcode: 963723    Dial:   +1 929 205 6099 US  

Baptisms 
 

On January 31st we witnessed the baptisms of Kaytelyn and Summer Endslow and on February 7th, we will 
rejoice with Clara McDonnell.   
Our drive-in service will take place as usual.  When we get to the part of the service with the baptism itself, 
Pastor Angel and the family will move inside.  Folks will be able to hear from their car. It will also be live-
streamed on Facebook.   
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Offering 
Thanks to your generosity, St. John is not just surviving 
during these tough times, we are able to do ministry.  We 
are able to honor our commitments those who rely on us, 
we are able to provide help where needs are great right 
now, and we are able to be nimble and adjust to the 
needs of the community during this time.  We will con-
tinue to fulfill God’s mission to spread the good news, to 
love Jesus and each other, even as it looks different than 
it has in the past!   
Thank you so much for your part in that mission by  
sharing what God has given you!   
If you are looking to give, you can mail your check to St. 
John, 46 Co. Rd. 2575, Lakeville, OH.  Or give online 
through our website or Facebook page.   
Thank you also for all that you are doing to care for each 
other and for you neighbors.  These are also offerings to 
God!  

2022 Churchwide Assembly 

I am on the nomination committee for our Synod 
representing the Richland/Ashland area.  I am 
looking for volunteers to be voting members to 
Churchwide Assembly which is August 8-
13, 2022, in Columbus, O.   It would be great to 
have representatives from our church.  The elec-
tion for the following positions will be held June 
11-12 this year at our Synod Assembly. 

Please consider the following:   

 Lay Female 

 At Large  Lay Male  

 Youth (13-17) Female 

 Young Adult(18-30) Male 

 

If interested please contact me at 330 466 
6560.  A couple could run for the positions as a 
lay female and as an at large male. 

Book Club  
 

St. John book club will meet 
on Thursday, February 4th 
at 7pm.  We will be         
discussing “What If Jesus 
Was Serious?” By Skye 
Jethani 
Please join us! 
 
Topic: St. John Book Club 
Time: Feb 4, 2021 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US 
and Canada) 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89665292305?
pwd=S29LanhBVVpCaW5zRTBxa3JRNGIrQT0
9 
 
Meeting ID: 896 6529 2305 
Passcode: 067816 

Home Communion Training 
 

When St. John has been between pastors in the past, an 
intrepid group of folks has been willing to take      
communion to those who can’t or shouldn’t make it to 
worship.  
Here, Melissa Puster shares what it has meant to her to 
distribute communion on Christ’s behalf:  
 
When partaking of communion, we are reminded of 
God’s unconditional love and our call to repent and 
believe.  It is a message from God that says “You are 
mine; you are my child; I know your name”.  A re-
minder that He has always loved us, long before we 
knew Him.  That He sent His own Son to die for our 
sins.  What an indescribable gift of love! 
When I have assisted during communion, I am always 
reminded of our frailty.  Everyone comes forward, in-
dividually, with their unique trials and troubles, their 
doubts and fears.  Yet, at the table, we are all equal 
and all need God’s grace!  As we gather for the feast, 
we become unified and our faith increases.  We leave 
the table reminded that the Holy Spirit goes with us – 
and that God’s grace continues to work in our lives.  I 
witness a peace that falls over each beautiful face after 
hearing “The body of Christ, given for you.  The blood 
of Christ, shed for you”.  A small peek through God’s 
eyes; seeing each person as we all truly are – worthy 
and loved! 
  
 I invite anyone who is interested in exploring 
this ministry now or in the future to a training event on 
zoom, Monday, February 8th at 7pm.  We will go over 
best practices and a worship booklet.  After our time 
together, you will be equipped to serve our congrega-
tion in this way!  Everyone is invited.   

Special Music 
 

Music greatly enhances our worship time         
together.  We would love for folks to prerecord 
some special music that we could use in our drive
-in services. Please let Pastor Angel know if you 
would like to provide some and to check about 
copyright streaming rights!   



Calendar - (All subject to change)  
February 
2          Groundhog Day 
6, 9      St. John Lutheran Church Council Retreat 
8 Home Communion Training  
11 Special Zoom Fellowship to Reminisce with Pastor  
13  Drive-thru parade for Jacksons  
14        Pastor Angel’s Last Sunday Worship with us  
 Affirmation of Baptism Class 
16        Shrove Tuesday   Pancake Tuesday           
17        Ash Wednesday  
23        Mutual Ministries Committee  5:30; PM   St. John’s Council  7:00 PM 
28 Affirmation of Baptism Class  
  
March 
14        Daylight Savings Time Begins 
 Affirmation of Baptism  
17        St. Patrick’s Day 
20        Spring Begins 
23        Mutual Ministries Committee  5:30 PM          St. John’s Council       7:00 PM           
28        Palm Sunday 
  
April 
1          Maundy Thursday 
2          Good Friday 
3          Easter Vigil 
4          Easter Sunday 
11 Affirmation of Baptism Class 
25 Affirmation of Baptism Class  
27        Mutual Ministries Committee  5:30 PM   St. John’s Council  7:00 PM 

Helping others with a Blessing Bag: Pat and 
Wink continue to collect and deliver “Blessing 
Bag” necessity packages to the homeless   
population in Wooster. If anyone would like to 
contribute to this  outreach, there will be a box 
in the church basement, on the table near the 
side basement door where you can place any 
donations. Thank you in advance for sharing 
any of the suggested items: socks, small soaps 
and shampoo, deodorant, razors, chapstick, 
small sunblock, feminine products, wet wipes, 
bandages, nail clippers, single serving meats 
(tuna) and snacks (like raisins, granola bars, 
trail mix, nuts and crackers).  
 
 

Food Pantry needs:  Remember those in need 
and deliver directly to a Pantry of your 
choice.  
 

Loudonville Food Pantry needs: Helpin Hands  
is open however they are not accepting  
donations at this time. 
 

Lakeville Food Pantry needs: Kleenex, canned  
fruit, salt, jelly. 

February 
7 Crystal Winkleman 

8 Cassie Puster 

11 Aaron Bieniek                      Lesley Varnes 

12 Pat Acker 

15 Steve Mosher 

16 Callihan Spreng             Tom Zilko                 Tyler Winkleman 

19 Jim & Linda Mosher 

20 Ron Endslow 

21 Rick Catrone                        Hudson Endslow 

22   Virgnina Hitchcock 

25 JoAnn Lorentz 

26 Danny Humphrey 

28   Duane Acker 



St John Evangelical Lutheran Church 

46 Ashland County Road 2575 

 Great ministry happens at St. John.  Our worship is energized with the gift 

of the Holy Spirit and much musical talent, our Sunday School is enlivened by a 

sense of community where people, young and old, are encouraged to dig 

deeply into God’s word, and all of our gatherings are blessed with abundant 

and delicious food. 

Even more importantly, the people of St. John 

take very seriously God’s call to server each other 

and their neighbors. They generously give of their 

time, talents and money to support their whole 

community. When people here at St. John talk 

about what they love most about their             

congregation the most common answer is “it’s 

home.” This comes from lifelong members and 

those who have just recently started to worship 


